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1952 STATISTICAL REPORT 


The State Statistical Bureau of the Central People's Government issued in Peking on Sep- 
tember 28 a general report on the year 1952. Occasionally exact figures are given, but most 
of the figures are percentages based on one of the three preceding years or on the approved plan 
for 1952. The report is divided into eight sections, each of which after giving its figures for 
the year concludes with a criticism of the faults manifest in that particular section, 


1. The fulfilment of industrial production and the speed of its growth, Factories and mines 
fulfilled 112% of quota, Ministry of Heavy Industry 118%. 50%of output came from state-owned 
factories, joint state and private 5%, co-operatives 3%, private 42%, Taking 1949 as 100, pro- 
duction of various commodities was as follows: pig iron 764, steel 846, rolled steel 848, electric 
power 164, coal 202, crude oil 358, cement 433, metal-cutting machine tools 650, cotton cloth 
287, paper 331, flour 220, sugar 199, matches 129, cigarettes 151. Criticisms; ‘‘a tendency to 

glect quality for quantity, ..... cost of production... too high, ’’ 


2. Technical improvement and popularisation of new working methods in state-owned 
industry, ‘‘Trial production was begun on Soviet design medium-size lathes and universal mill- 
ing machines, 3,000-kilowatt water turbine generatores, | ,O00-kilowatt electrical motors, 
44,000-volt and 5,000 kilovolt ampere transformers, 300 HP air compressors, five-ton steam 
hammers, 1,000-metre deep hole rock drills, and locomotives.*’* Straw is now being used for 
making paper, Criticism: ‘*Lack of ideological guidance and over-all planning,’’ 


3. Rehabilitation and development in agriculture, Area under food crops was 122 million 
hectares, under industrial crops 12 million, Food crop yields have increased as follows; 1949 - 
100, 1950 - 117, 1951 - 128, 1952 = 145. The increase in cotton yield was 1949 = 100, 1950 - 
160, 1951 - 235, 1952 - 291. There were 2,219 state farnis, 52 of them mechanized; 3,663 
agricultural producer co-operatives; and over 8, 300,000 of various types of mutual-aid teams, 
In the old liberated areas 65% of all peasant households are organized into mutual-aid teams, in 
the newly liberated areas about 25%, 280,000 hectares were planted with trees for shelter belts, 
Criticisms; ‘‘Impetuousness, use of compulsory means instead of persuasion.,.. Quite a few 
state farms had low yields and high costs of production... Privately planted forests were too 
strictly controlled, 


4. Capital construction completed, Investments by the state during the year were 56% in 
industry, 16% in agriculture and water conservancy, and 28% in railways and communications, 
Several big factories completed, and 480 kilometres of railway, In water conservancy 1,050 
million cubic metres of earthwork and 7,000,000 cubic metres of stonework were completed, 
Criticism; ‘*Plans for many projects not fulfilled... Lack of planned management, etc.”’ 


5. The development of the railway, communications, post and tele-communications services, 
**Railway freight tonnage was 104% of the planned quota, or 119% of 1951 and 132% of 1952,”" 
Railway lines open to traffic at end of 1949 totaled 21,715 kilometres, end of 1950 22,238, end on 
1951 23,063, end of 1952 24,232. Freight tonnage of state-owned lorries was 264% of 1950 
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figure; freight tonnage of civil aviation was 267% of 1950 figure. Criticisms: ‘**Too much red 
tape in entering ports; efficiency in loading and unloading not high... No obvious improvement 
in methods of highway management,*’ 


6, Growth in domestic and foreign trade, The trade of state-owned domestic trading con- 
cerns was about four times that of 1950; trade of co-operatives about five and a half times 1950, 
In contrast, **private trade in 1952 maintained its previous level,’’ State and co-operative trade 
accounted for about 32% of the total volume of retail sales in eight major cities, In foreign trade 
there was a rapid growth in trade with the Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies, Criti- 
cisms: Lack of knowledge of production conditions and the needs of society, not sufficiently 
expert control of prices, etc, 


7. Imcrease in Labor productivity in state industries and improvement in the life of workers, 
22% more people employed in state-owned industries than in preceding year, Average wages 
rose 11%, 


8. Development in cultural and educational work, Whole school system reorganized and 
reformed, ‘‘All living expenses for students in colleges and universities, technical schools, 
teachers’ colleges and workers’ and peasants’ middle schools are borne by the government, ’’ 
1952 enrolments were; higher education 203,000; secondary schools 3,280,000; primary 
55,000,000; workers’ and peasants spare time schools 2, 300,000; winter classes 48 ,000 ,000; 
learning to read by the new rapid method 7,000,000, There were 276 newspapers with a circu- 
lation of 10,000,000; 356 magazines with a circulation 200,000,000 copies; books 760 ,000 ,000 
copies, Criticisms; ‘‘A tendency to blind haste was shown in the literacy campaign, primary 
education, and the setting up of health centers and cultural centers, as well as emphasis on 
quantity rather than quality.’’ 


FORMOSA BEACHHEAD 


Geraldine Fitch has written a book under the above title (Henry Regnery Company, $3.50), 
which is full of ammunition for those who like herself and Walter Judd believe that the United _ 
States postwar policy **betrayed a faithful wartime ally,** Like all ex Lo statements it is far a 
too extreme in spots, but it does provide a needed corrective to some of the unthinking criticism 
of the Nationalist Government, Her thesis is that that government was and still is composed of 
men of integrity, doing a good job of ruling China, and with positive achievements in the field 
of agrarian reform, but that their power and influence were undermined by insidious Red propa- 
ganda in the United States State Department, largely engineered by such men as Lattimore and 
Jessup, She optimistically predicts that they will succeed in recovering the mainland, 


In an interesting chapter on The Landlord, she makes a number of good points. First, the 
proportion of the crop exacted by the landlord was never as extreme as Communist propaganda 
has pictured it, Second, tenancy was not as widespread in China as it isin America, Third, 
the real solution of the farmer's problem lies elsewhere, in more scientific farming. For all of 
this she has figures from studies made by Lossing Buck, generally considered the foremost 
authority on the agricultural economics of China, 


She is less convincing in trying to substantiate her ‘‘betrayal’* charge, She says categorically, 
**We kept back essential supplies till National China collapsed,*’ Of course military men can 
never agree on how much in the way of supplies is **essential’’, but American military experts in 
Nanking in the days of the crucial fighting in 1948 assured your editor time and again that the 
Nationalist army was superior in all types of equipment to the Communist army, If that is true, 
then their failure was a failure in Chinese morale, but that is a failure which she never recognizes. 


Her charges against the State Department reflect some of the less praiseworthy aspects of the 
presidential campaign now happily over, and can probably be attributed more to political bias than 
to scientific truth, For example, she speaks of Acheson’s chief assistants in the State Department 
as ‘ideological brothers of Alger Hiss,’* In general, those who have read Walter Judd’s specches 
will find the same charges reiterated here, 


Since book reviewers are accustomed to prove that they have read a book by pointing out 
typographical errors, I will note that on page 103 she refers to Li Tsung-jen as Tsung Li-jen. 
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THE MOSCOW-PEKING AXIS 


This is an interpretation by Emory C, Swank, ‘*based primarily on Communist Source 
Materials*’, and published by the External Research Staff, Office of Intelligence Research, 
Department of State, Washington, D.C, He discusses the questions: How stable is the Axis? 
How orthodox is Mao Tse-tung? What divergencies of policy are there between Russia and China? 
Do these indicate the possibility of a break between the two countries? 


The author admits the difficulty of assessing the significance of statements in the Communist 
press, which he terms as ‘‘at best an unwilling accomplice in the search for truth,*’ But he thinks 
it is possible to show that despite the basic similarity of point of view, Soviet propaganda differs 
from its Chinese Communist counterpart in its appraisal of Mao Tse-tung, in its analysis of the 
factors responsible for the Communist victory, and in its evaluation of the prestige which has 
accrued to the ‘new’ China as a power in Asia, The question is, do these differences mean any- 
thing? 


Actually, Mao Tse-tung came to power in an unorthodox way, by dependence upon the ; 
peasantry rather than upon the proletariat, But both the Russian and the Chinese press take pains 
to conceal this divergence from orthodoxy, and to present Mao as a true and creative Marx- 
Leninist, There is however a greater emphasis upon Mao’s originality and independence in 
Chinese writings, On the Russian side, Mao is treated with much greater deference than the heads 
of European satellite states are, Moscow having evidently learned a lesson in caution from its ex- 
periences with Tito, For the evidence shows that Stalin broke with Tito, not Tito with Stalin, 
The Chinese New Democracy does not fit into orthodox Communist patterns, but is being explained 
by both presses as an earlier stage than those presented by European Communist states in the 
transition from capitalism to Socialism, 


In the field of Asiatic relations, China seems to have attained a position of co-partnership 
with Russia in the direction of the Communist parties of Japan, Malaya, etc. Such a partnership 
would seem to be inherently unstable, but there is no indication at present that there are any 
*-nsions there, 


The axis then seems very firm, ‘*Having leaned to one side, Mao and his successor, unless 
unwittingly assisted by the Soviet Union, may find it virtually impossible to assume a different 
posture in international relations,’’ 


This is a thoughtful and well-documented monograph (39 pp.), and can be recommended as 
a well-balanced discussion of a vital issue, 


CHURCH NEWS 


Another letter from Peking gives more details of the student retreat mentioned in the previous 
Bulletin, More than 200 students were present, The entire time (apparently about two weeks) was 
given to Bible study, prayer and singing. ‘During their time with us, there was evidence of not 
only being in union with Him but that they had received the unction of the Holy Spirit for service, 
Some have a difficult path before them. This was the best gathering we have had, We expect a 
better one during the winter vacation,”’ 


SCHOOL NEWS 


Northeast China now has 25 institutes of higher learning, with an enrolment of over 41,000, 
62% of the courses at the Dairen Engineering Institute are entirely based on Soviet textbooks, 


An NCNA October 14 despatch gives further details about the huge educational center being 
constructed in the western suburbs of Peking, There will be thirty institutions, stretching along 
the route from the West Gate to the Summer Palace, with students and staff totaling half a 
million persons, The area covered will be about two thirds that of Peking itself. 450,000 square 
meters of floor space have been built in this area during the past year, 62,000 of it on the former 
Yenching University grounds, The dominant institution of the area will be the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences, which will ultimately occupy more than two million square meters of floor space, 
New roads and sewage systems have been built in this area, There is a new highway running 


